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History curriculum
Intent
At Waddington Redwood Primary Academy, our history curriculum is designed to be ambitious, coherently planned and firmly rooted in the National Curriculum (2014) and EYFS Framework (2021). It aims to develop pupils’ substantive knowledge of the past and disciplinary understanding of how historians work, enabling children to think, question and communicate as historians.
We aim to foster a lifelong love of history by igniting pupils’ curiosity about the past and helping them to make sense of the world around them. Through studying Britain and the wider world, pupils develop a chronological understanding and recognise how past events shape the present and influence the future.
Our curriculum is underpinned by four key drivers:
· Curiosity – pupils are able to enquire, question and investigate the past through purposeful historical enquiry.
· Communication– pupils are able to articulate ideas, present arguments and use subject-specific vocabulary with increasing precision.
· Citizenship– pupils will develop an understanding of identity, diversity and the impact of historical change on society.
· Contentment – pupils will develop confidence, resilience and a sense of achievement through meaningful learning experiences.
We want all pupils to develop a secure sense of identity, a respect for diversity and an appreciation of their local, national and global heritage.
Implementation
The history curriculum is carefully sequenced and progressively structured to ensure pupils build knowledge over time. Content is organised using a two-year cycle, delivered within phases (EYFS, KS1, Lower KS2, Upper KS2), ensuring full coverage of the National Curriculum programmes of study.
Key features of implementation include:
· Chronological coherence: pupils will develop a clear understanding of time, from early history through to modern Britain, enabling them to make connections across periods.
· Enquiry-based learning: each unit is driven by a key question, promoting investigation, critical thinking and engagement.
· Interleaving and retrieval: core concepts and knowledge are revisited regularly to strengthen long-term memory and deepen understanding.
· Progressive skills and vocabulary: carefully mapped historical skills (e.g. interpretation, comparison, use of sources) and vocabulary ensure clear progression from EYFS to Year 6.
· High-quality resources: planning is aligned with the National Curriculum and supported by high-quality materials, including PlanBee and guidance from the Historical Association. Teachers adapt these to meet pupils’ needs and provide a rich, engaging curriculum.
· Local, national and global context: learning includes a balance of British history, local context and world history (e.g. Ancient Greece, Ancient Egypt), enabling pupils to make meaningful comparisons.
Teaching supports pupils to analyse evidence, construct arguments, and communicate their understanding effectively, while making links to prior learning and wider curriculum themes.

Impact
The impact of our history curriculum is demonstrated through pupils’ knowledge, skills and dispositions as historians. By the end of Year 6, pupils will:
· Demonstrate a secure, well-organised knowledge of key historical periods, events and individuals.
· Show a strong understanding of chronology and historical concepts such as cause, consequence, similarity and difference.
· Think critically, asking and refining questions, and evaluating a range of historical sources.
· Communicate effectively using appropriate historical vocabulary in spoken and written forms.
· Construct and justify arguments using accurate and relevant evidence.
· Understand how history contributes to their sense of identity and citizenship, recognising diversity and different interpretations of the past.
· Show curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, engaging confidently in discussion, debate and research.
· Demonstrate resilience and independence, embracing challenge and taking pride in their work.
Ultimately, pupils leave Waddington Redwood Primary Academy as informed, reflective and engaged learners, equipped with the knowledge and skills to understand the past and contribute thoughtfully to the future.
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