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Reading Curriculum Statement
Intent

At Waddington Redwood Primary Academy, we want all of our children to be readers. We believe that a high quality curriculum should develop children’s love of reading, whilst developing crucial skills from decoding to fluency. We aim to inspire an appreciation of our rich and varied literary heritage and a habit of reading widely and often. 
We believe promoting a passion and a love for reading is imperative to the culture of reading at our Academy and we want children to choose to read for pleasure and to gain knowledge. We use a wide variety of quality texts in both our specific reading sessions and as a part of our writing curriculum as well. 
We have curated our resources to motivate and inspire our children. As well as this, we are a Bronze Reading Pledge School and are currently working towards the Sliver Reading Pledge. Developing our Reading for Pleasure offer across school. Therefore we strive to keep our class and school libraries up to date with books that ignite children’s curiosity and that these spaces are lead by children’s interests as well.
Our reading curriculum is underpinned by the following four drivers:
Curiosity: we nurture and promote curiosity by ensuring that every child experiences success, joy, and security in their reading journey. By matching books precisely to pupils’ phonics knowledge, celebrating progress, and providing nurturing adult support, children develop a sense of pride and calm confidence in their abilities. Reading becomes a source of pleasure, comfort, and personal fulfilment, helping pupils feel grounded, valued, and motivated to keep growing. We surrounding children with rich, diverse texts that spark questions, imagination, and a desire to explore the world. Through high‑quality literature, systematic phonics, and carefully curated reading environments, pupils develop the confidence to investigate new ideas, follow their interests, and engage deeply with stories and information. Our Reading for Pleasure culture ensures that children are motivated to choose books independently, igniting lifelong inquisitiveness.
Contentment: We promote contentment by ensuring that every child experiences success and joy in reading. By matching books closely to pupils’ phonics knowledge, celebrating progress, and providing supportive adult interactions, children develop a sense of achievement and calm confidence in their abilities. Reading becomes a source of comfort, pleasure, and personal fulfilment, helping pupils feel secure, valued, and proud of their growing skills.
Citizenship: Through reading, we build strong citizenship values by exposing pupils to a wide range of voices, cultures, and perspectives. Our curriculum encourages children to understand others, appreciate diversity, and engage thoughtfully with the world around them. Shared reading experiences, partner work, and discussion help pupils develop empathy, respect, and responsibility—qualities essential for contributing positively to their school community and beyond.
Communication: We strengthen communication by teaching children to read fluently, understand deeply, and express their ideas with clarity. Vocabulary is explicitly taught from Early Years to Year 6, enabling pupils to articulate their thoughts confidently in both spoken and written forms. Through structured reading sessions, partner talk, and whole‑class discussion, children learn to listen carefully, respond thoughtfully, and communicate effectively—skills that underpin success across the curriculum.

Implementation
Reading is at the heart of the curriculum, we know that for children to thrive they must be able to read, our pupils learn to read and write effectively and quickly using the Read Write Inc. Phonics programme. They then progress onto guided reading sessions using Reading Explorers.
Early Reading: 

At Waddington Redwood we use Read Write Inc. Phonics The programme is for: 
· Pupils in Year R to Year 2 who are learning to read and write 
· Any pupils in Years 2, 3 and 4 who need to catch up rapidly. 
 
In Read Write Inc. Phonics pupils: 
· Decode letter-sound correspondences quickly and effortlessly, using their phonic knowledge and skills 
· Read common exception words on sight 
· Understand what they read 
· Read aloud with fluency and expression 
· Spell quickly and easily by segmenting the sounds in words 
· Acquire good handwriting. 
 
In addition, we teach pupils to work effectively with a partner to explain and consolidate what they are learning. This provides the teacher with opportunities to assess learning and to pick up on difficulties, such as pupils’ poor articulation, or problems with blending or alphabetic code knowledge. 
We group pupils homogeneously, according to their progress in reading rather than their writing. This is because it is known that pupils’ progress in writing will lag behind progress in reading, especially for those whose motor skills are less well developed. 
In Reception, we emphasise the alphabetic code. The pupils rapidly learn sounds and the letter or groups of letters they need to represent them. Simple mnemonics help them to grasp this quickly. This is especially useful for pupils at risk of making slower progress. This learning is consolidated daily. Pupils have frequent practice in reading high frequency words with irregular spellings – common exception words. We make sure that pupils read books that are closely matched to their increasing knowledge of phonics and the common exception words. This is so that, early on, they experience success and gain confidence that they are readers. Re-reading and discussing these books with the teacher supports their increasingly fluent decoding. 
Following on from using Read Write Inc.
Reading lessons are taught through whole class reading which responds to the needs of the children and a specific skill using Reading Explorers.
The teaching of reading is rooted in a knowledge of the Simple View of Reading and the Scarborough Reading Rope, it is also delivered through the Gradual Release Approach. Teaching and learning is successfully planned to combine the different threads, ensuring that all children are able to read with fluency and then build on comprehension. This is achieved through the explicit teaching of key skills, monitored vigorously and implementing intervention to ensure the children have every opportunity to keep up.
Vocabulary is again a crucial part to our whole English curriculum. Improving vocabulary directly affects children’s development in literacy. Research shows that 90% of vocabulary is developed through reading. Vocabulary is explicitly taught from Early Years through to Year 6.
Impact 
As a result, we have a community of enthusiastic readers and writers who enjoy showcasing their developing literacy knowledge and skills. They are confident to take risks in their reading and writing, and love to discuss and share their ideas. They show progress, sustained learning and transferrable skills.
We assess all pupils following Read Write Inc. Phonics using the Entry Assessment. This gives us a very good indication of how well they are making progress relative to their starting points. We do this for all pupils, whenever they join us, so we can track all of them effectively. For those on the Read Write Inc. Phonics programme, we record their starting date and entry point on the tracker to monitor the rate at which they are making progress. We can also easily identify those who joined the programme later. 
We aim for all children to be accurate and speedy readers by the time they enter Key Stage 2. We have high expectations of our pupils’ progress. Pupils who are making slower progress usually complete the programme by the end of Year 2. We support pupils who have identified special educational needs for however long it takes until they can read. For example, we identify those who are at risk of falling behind their peers immediately – whatever their age. Highly trained staff tutor them for 10 minutes daily, using the Read Write Inc. One-to-one tutoring programme.
By the end of Key Stage 1, our pupils are able to read aloud age-appropriate texts accurately and with sufficient speed for comprehension. This means that we can focus on developing their comprehension, preparing them well for transition to Key Stage 2. Their good decoding skills mean that they have a sound strategy for decoding unfamiliar words when they come across them at whatever stage or in any subject. All children will read with an adult on a weekly basis and some will be more frequent if required.
From Year 1 we use a standardised reading test (PIRA) to ensure that the gains our pupils are making are age-appropriate alongside the use of the reading criterion scales as ongoing teacher assessment. Past SATs papers can also be used. Those children who require it will receive targeted fluency practice to aid their reading skills. 
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