Music:
Cultural Capital

What is Cultural Capital?

Cultural capital encompasses the knowledge, behaviours, and skills that children possess, reflecting their
awareness, understanding, and abilities within society. It allows children to become successful citizens in their
careers, personal lives, and the world around them. Music education plays a vital role in fostering cultural
capital by enriching pupils’ experiences and equipping them with tools to express themselves, connect with
others, and understand the diverse world they live in.

How can music support this?
* Provide opportunities to enhance wellbeing:
o Use music to support emotional expression, mindfulness, and relaxation.
o Create spaces where pupils can enjoy and reflect on the joy of making and listening to music.
e Develop an understanding of cultural diversity:
o Teach pupils about music from different cultures, traditions, and historical periods.
o Introduce a variety of instruments, genres, and musical styles, fostering a respect for diversity.
e Encourage creative expression:
o Provide opportunities for pupils to compose, improvise, and perform their own music.
o Foster self-confidence through musical performances, assemblies, and showcases.
e Teach a diverse range of musical activities:
o Incorporate singing, instrument-playing, and digital music production into the curriculum.
o Include opportunities for group activities such as choirs, ensembles, and bands.
* Provide broad and inclusive extra-curricular opportunities:
o Offer clubs and activities such as school choirs, instrumental tuition, or music technology workshops.
o Ensure opportunities are accessible to all pupils, regardless of ability or experience.
¢ Celebrate musical achievements:
o Showcase performances in assemblies, concerts, and school events.
o Recognise pupils’ efforts and accomplishments, both individually and as part of a group.
e Engage with the wider community:
o Encourage participation in festivals, community events, and collaborative projects with other schools.
o |nvite professional musicians, artists, or local groups to inspire pupils.
¢ Develop social, emotional, and cognitive skills:
o Use music to promote teamwork, perseverance, and communication.
o Encourage listening, critical thinking, and problem-solving through music activities.
* Provide opportunities for leadership and teamwork:
o Let pupils lead musical warm-ups, compose collaboratively, or conduct small ensembles.
o Encourage responsibility through roles like organising music events or mentoring peers.
* Promote lifelong engagement with music:
o Instil an appreciation for music that pupils can carry forward into their personal and professional lives.
o Highlight music’s role in everyday life and its connection to careers, wellbeing, and social interaction.
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